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OECD, Export Credit Division, Trade Directorate 

2, rue André-Pascal 

Paris Cedex 16 - France 

 

 

Brussels, 12
 
January 2010. 

 

 

 

Dear Julian, 

 

Further to your letter of December 2009, you will find below the elements that ECA-

Watch and Amnesty International would like to see addressed and revised in the 

review of the 2007 Revised Council Recommendation on Common Approaches on 

the Environment and Officially Supported Export Credits (Common Approaches). We 

believe that the 2010 Common Approaches Review must consider these issues in 

order to improve ECA standards and practices and to meet the objectives set out in the 

Recommendation. 

 

1. The scope of the Common Approaches must be widened to ensure that all 

official support provided by ECAs is covered, not only transactions with a repayment 

term of two years or more. The Common Approaches should moreover require 

evaluation of supply chains; 

 

2.  The implementation of the Common Approaches in environmental, social and 

human rights screening policies of national ECAs should become mandatory. 

Additionally, before ECA support is approved, the required standards should have 

been met in all material respects, and no ECA support should be approved after the 

supported transaction has actually taken place (for example, where the exports 

supported have already been delivered). Cases of refinancing (supplementary 

financing) should be treated as new transactions requiring full screening under the 

Common Approaches;  

 

3. The Common Approaches must be brought up to current international best 

standards and practices and further improved when international best practice 

develops, both overall and in relation to specific sectors. Among other standards and 

practices, the Common Approaches should require compliance of ECA beneficiaries 

 


